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Early General Assembly Actions. 


Highlights Through Saturday 


HOMAS KAY YOUNG, pastor of the Idlewild 
T Church, Memphis, is moderator of the General 
Assembly. . . . Enlarged radio program au- 
thorized and permanent committee established... . 
Enthusiastic support given evangelistic program and goal 
for 50,000 additions on profession of faith is set for next 
year. ... Next meeting set for Montreat. .. . Foreign 
Missions popular meeting reaches high point of in- 
terest. . . . Total Presbyterian, U. S., membership an- 
nounced as reaching 580,369. . . . United and Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian representatives stress need for 
church union. . . . Great lack of ministers and candi- 
dates for the ministry and mission service is deplored. 
. . . E. C. Scott re-elected Assembly’s stated clerk and 
treasurer. . . . Retiring moderator Charles L. King 
sounds vigorous challenges to four-point advance for 
Southern Presbyterians. 
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REPORT ON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THROUGH SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


THE PROSPERITY AND ENLARGEMENT OF McCORMICK SEMINARY HEAD SEES 
THE CHURCH 
By Charlse L. King 


OVERTONES OF PRAYER THE MODERATOR’S CHALLENGE 


NATION IN PRECARIOUS MORAL MOOD 


By Kenneth J. Foreman —An Editorial 























LETTERS 


U. 8. A. Point-of-View 





Sirs: 
te: “Reunion of Presbyterians, US, and 
USA. . In our presbytery (Morris and 


Orange), at my suggestion we sent an ad- 
verse criticism of the plan to our commit- 
for two reasons: (1) The require- 
ment at ordination of a promise concern- 
ing the future after having assented to 
the Confession of Faith seemed to be de- 


tee 


rogatory to honor; (2) Because the steps 
in calling ministers seemed very slow. 
We would like to speed-up the matter as 
it is now, instead of making it slower.... 

We did not feel that we knew enough 
to give any comments on the regional sy- 


nods and areas, but one man 
rangement gave the balance of power in 
the whole united church to one presby- 
tery. If that is a fact the unit that holds 
the balance of power is too small. That 
one presbytery might be any presbytery 
from Canada to Mexico. But whatever it 
might be it seems to be too small a unit. 
( V. H. LUKENS 
Pastor Emeritus 
First and Trinity Church, 
South Orange, N. J. 


said the ar- 


Almost a Hundred Years 


Sirs: 

° I cannot afford to do without the 
paper that hag comforted our home for 
almost a hundred years. 

MRS. M. M. POLLITT 
Bladen, Ohio 


Likes the Taste 


Sirs: 

I certainly like our new OUTLOOK. Dr. 
Thompson's lessons are most instructive 
and I like the good taste that is used in 
editing, besides all the information. 

MARY S. (Mrs. W. H.) SPEROW 

Bluefield, W. Va. 


Non-Presbyterian GI’s 


Sirs: 

I was fortunate to 
your May 14th issue. Your cover 
quotation, “More to Caesar, Less for 
Christ?” and your editorial that really 
goes all-out for the Federal Council (The 
Presbyterian Way is Cooperation, Not Iso- 
lation) gave me a new pride—and a new 
,hope—for “my denomination.” Personally, 
I need THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

Allow me one comment. . I offer this 
thought, not in criticism at all, because 
I am convinced that every major article 
in this issue is desperately needed by our 


receive a copy of 


church. Yet, I hesitate to place this issue 
on our base chapel Protestant literature 
rack. 

Look at the literature in our chapel. 
There are the Roman Catholic publica- 
tions. They tackle Stalin head-on. 


They have a sharp eye on Washington and 
San Francisco. Individually and collect- 
iverly these papers make a unified impact: 
The Roman Church against the world. 
The non-Catholic is interested because 


here is a strong, clear voice dealing with 
vital issues of his world and his life. . 
Methodism’s churchwide newspaper is 


there with the message of United Metho- 
dism to the world—and for the world— 
not Methodists only. 

How does THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK appear to GI’s in our chapel vesti- 
bule where 188 came to Protestant services 
yesterday and 480 came to Catholic 
masses? “Here is a purely denomina- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, entered as second-class 


tional paper,” most would say, “nothing: 


much for us.” 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK —I 
need it; the church needs it, too. But 
what paper of our church would speak 
out and be heard in this Army chapel? 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is the 
best I know. 

NORMAN B. GIBBS 
Chaplain (Capt.) USA 

Victoria, Kan. 

Editors’ Note: Chaplain Gibbs dis- 
cusses a problem with which the editors 
constantly wrestle. This paper is a de- 
nominational paper, dedicated to the serv- 
ice of its church. But it is also committed 
to the service of the Kingdom of God and 
it endeavors to keep its readers abreast of 
the challenging issues of the Christian 
world. Recently, in preparation for the 
General Assembly, the balance has swung 
rather heavily to denominational con- 
cerns. Our “outlook” usually is broader. 





Montreat Summer Program 


Sirs: 


For the information of the hundreds of 
young people spending the summer at 
Montreat it may be said that the young 
people’s work will go forward as usual, 
with Lieut. John G. Gaw, USNR, Retired, 
as director, and a full corps of workers 
assisting him. While the regular confer- 
ences of the summer have been cancelled, 
as already announced, the Montreat pro- 
gram committee will provide Sunday 
preaching, the Bible hour and inspira- 
tional hours to meet the needs of the 
Montreat community and vacation visitors. 
In addition, several of the Assembly agen- 
cies will hold a series of working groups 
limited to an attendance of not more than 
fifty each. For further information write 
President R. C. Anderson, Montreat, N. C. 


J. GRAY McALLISTER, Chairman. 
Richmond, Va. 





RADIO 








A. W. Dick 


Sunday, June 3 
A. W. Dick, pastor First Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C. Sermon: “It Will 


Be Daybreak Soon.” 


PRESBYTERIAN BROADCASTS 


Sunday Mornings—8:30 A. M. (EWT). 





June 3, A. W. Dick, Spartanburg, S. 
C., “It Will Be Daybreak Soon.” 


June 10—C. Grier Davis, Asheville, 
N. C., “Christian Optimism.” 
June 17—Albert Kissling, Jaekson- 


ville, Fla., ‘“‘Faith In Our Home.” 

June 24—John A. Redhead, Char- 
lotte, N. C., ‘“God In History.” 

Stations carrying these broadcasts 
are: WINX; Washington; WRVA, Rich- 
mond; WDBJ, Roanoke; WPTF, Ra- 
leigh; WSJS, Winston-Salem; WBIG, 





C. Grier Davis 


Sunday, June 10 


C. Grier Davis, pastor First Church, 
Asheville, N. -C. Sermon: ‘Christian 
Optimism.” 


Greensboro; WWN, Asheville; WSOO, 
Charlotte; WIS, Columbia; WSPA, 
Spartanburg; WTMS, Charleston, S. C., 
and WJAX, Jacksonville. 





Sundays 
NBC, 10:00 a. m., National Radio Pulpit, 
Ralph W. Sockman. 
MUTUAL, 10:00 a. m., Radio Bible Class; 
10:30 a. m., Radio Chapel. 
CBS, 10:00 a, m., Church of the Air. 
BLUE, 2:30 p. m., National Vespers, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Through the Week 
BLUE, 8:15 a. m., Monday-Friday, Your 
Life Today. Drs. Sizoo, Bonnell, Shoe- 
maker, Jesse Wm. Stitt, and Ketcham. 
Saturdays 
NBC, 6:45 p. m., Religion in the News, 
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Assembly’s First Days Marked by Progressive Spirit 


Radio Program Is Given Vote of Ap- 
preciation and Authority to 
Enlarge Its Reach 


Thomas Kay Young, pastor of the 
Idlewild church, Memphis, Tenn., was 
named moderator of the 85th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., on the second ballot of the elec- 
tion which followed the opening sermon 
delivered by Charles L. King, retiring 
moderator. (The sermon is printed in 
full, beginning on page 4.) Other 
nominees for the high office of the 
church were Lloyd Courtney, Lewis- 
burg, W. Va., and Homer McMillan, 
Atlanta. 

Results of the election showed, on the 
first ballot: Young, 156; Courtney, 107; 
MeMillan, 84. On the second ballot it 
was: Young, 202; Courtney, 140, with 
Dr. Courtney moving to make the elec- 
tion unanimous. 

Nominated by Albert J. Kissling, pas- 
tor of the Riverside church, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., seconded by T. B. Hay, pas- 
tor of Memphis’ First church, Dr. Young 
was described as ‘‘one of the princes 
of preachers of our church.”’ ‘“‘The day 
in which we live demands that we look 
not only to the past in grateful remem- 
brance,’’ said Dr. Kissling, ‘‘but also 
the future. This day calls for daring 
leadership. Dr. Young will meet the 
high challenge which has been sounded 
in the sermon of our retiring modera- 
tor.” Speakers mentioned Dr. Young’s 
pastorates in West Virginia coal fields 
(at Holden and Logan), at Lexington, 
Covington, and Roanoke, Va.; his serv- 
ice on the Assembly’s executive com- 
mitee of foreign missions, and on the 
judicial committee and on the perma- 
nent committee on cooperation and 
union. 

Boggs, Foreman Speak 

Dr. Courtney, nominated by Marion 
A. Boggs, pastor of the Second Church, 
Little Rock, and seconded by K. J. Fore- 
man, Davidson, N. C., was presented as 
a representative of the strong church in 
the small town ‘‘from which comes the 
bulk of our Presbyterian membership 
and our candidates for the ministry.” 
He is pastor of the Old Stone Church 
in Lewisburg, which “‘more than any 
other church in the Assembly typifies 
the strong church in the small town,” 
from which, speakers said, no modera- 
tor had been selected during the past 
twenty years while other interests and 





This Issue 


This issue of THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN OUTLOOK gives the signifi- 
cant actions of the 85th General As- 
sembly into the afternoon session on 
Saturday just as standing committee 
reports were beginning to come in. 
Next week’s paper will give the com- 
plete report of the meeting. Recent 
issues, carrying committee reports 
and recommendations, may be needed 
for reference as_ repetitions are 
avoided where possible. 











activities of the church have been fre- 
quently represented. Dr. Courtney has 
been pastor of this ‘‘oldest Presbyterian 
church west of the Alleghenies’’ for 
more than twenty years, where he has 
been active in educational circles, with 
Greenbrier College and Greenbrier Mili- 
tary School located there, and in his 
service in home missions and evan- 
gelism leadership. 

John E. Abbott, Sarasota, Fla., nomi- 
nated Homer McMillan, and J. V. John- 
son, Miami, seconded the nomination, 
stressing the importance of the election 
of moderator, which Dr. Abbott said is 
“often the most significant action that 
an Assembly takes.” Dr. McMillan’s 
long and distinguished service as gen- 
eral secretary, then as executive secre- 
tary, and now again as general secre- 
tary of home missions for the Assembly 
was pointed out as having ‘written 
deeply upon the hearts of the people” 
his deep qualities. ‘‘The Mexicans, the 
foreign-speaking peoples, the Negroes, 
the people of country and city whose 
spiritual privilege has been made pos- 
sible by the work of Dr. McMillan—and 
every one who has ever had any asso- 
ciation with home missions—will feel 
personal satisfaction upon the election 
of Dr. McMillan. 

Dr. McMillan asked that his name be 
withdrawn since, he said, ‘“‘The church 
has already honored me with all or 
more than I could hope or ask. For 
over 35 years you have honored me 
as secretary of home missions, with 
service on many committees within and 
without the church.’”’ Those who made 
the nomination declined to withdraw 
his name. 

P. J. Garrison, Jr., Winston-Salem, 
N. C., was named permanent clerk; 


Evangelism Plans Gain Hearty Ap- 
proval; UP and ARP Repre- 


sentatives Want Church Union 


Ernest J. Arnold, Durham, N. C.; Harold 
C. Smith, Atlanta, and S. N. Craner, 
Highland, Ky., assistant clerks. 


Moderator’s Acceptance 


The new moderator’s acceptance of 
his office was marked by his tribute to 
the challenge of the sermon by the re- 
tiring moderator in which he saw a 
“realistic exposition of the mission of 
the church.” After speaking of his 
warm appreciation of Dr. McMillan’s 
‘ong service and his personal affection 
for Dr. Courtney, who is pastor of the 
church of which Dr. Young was a mem- 
ber as a young man, he told of the deep 
roots of his family in the Presbyterian 
stronghold of Scotland. Then he said, 
“You have assigned to me a great task; 
we face a strange, new world and we 
must not hark back to the past, but 
face this new daywith its challenge and 
its opportunity.” 

Dr. King reported for the committee 
on worship, presenting a book of de- 
votional services prepared by John N. 
Thomas, Richmond, and announcing the 
leaders of these daily periods as: S. 
Hugh Bradley, Decatur, Ga.; Marion A. 
Boggs; T. W. Currie, Jr., Fort Worth, 
Texas; James Sprunt, Lynchburg, Va., 
and the moderator. It was announced 
that the Sunday morning sermon would 
be preached by Walter L. Lingle, 
Davidson, who, with John M. Wells, 
Sumter, S. C., and Dr. King, were the 
only former moderators present during 
the first days of the Assembly. The 
1944 Assembly provided that the mod- 
erator need not preach the sermon on 
the Sunday of the meeting of which 
he is the presiding officer. 

Hours for the daily sessions were 
set from 8:30 to 12:00, 2:00-5:30, and 
7:30 until the Assembly should vote to 
adjourn. Alumni of Louisville and 
Union seminaries scheduled their an- 
nual banquets for Friday evening, when 
the elders’ fellowship banquet was held. 
Columbia Seminary held its alumni 
meeting Monday evening. 


FRIDAY MORNING 


At the beginning of the first full 
day’s session, E. C. Scott was re-elected 
stated clerk and treasurer of the As- 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Prosperity and Enlargement of the Church 


Sermon of the Retiring Moderator, Delivered at the Opening of the 85th General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. 8. 


_ By CHARLES L. KING 


“The General Assembly shall have power to con- 
cert measures for promoting the prosperity and enlarge- 
ment of the church.” Chapter 17, Paragraph 90, Book of 
Church Order. 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
under its authority. I see the faces of these people 
now, people scattered from Texas to Florida, from 
Florida to West Virginia, from West Virginia to Kansas 
City. I see the faces of doctors, lawyers, farmers, business 
men and women, college 
i presidents and _ teachers. 
the faces of the 
ministers who are shep- 
herding flocks through- 
out our territory. The 
church may well be proud 
of many of these minis- 
ters. 
God has given me the 


has a wonderful people 


« 





I see 


privilege of travelling 
20,000 miles in visiting 
these people. I have 
visited them in_ their 


homes, homes that con- 
: stitute the very bed rock 
of our society. Some of 
@ these ministers and peo- 
ple have shared with me 
& their thoughts and yearn- 
ings. I am not under the 
illusion that I know the 
Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. I feel 
that I do know it to a de- 
gree I never dreamed of knowing it a year ago. 

There has been one disturbing feature of the congre- 
gations I have visited and that has been the absence of 
young people. Of course, the young men above 18 years 
of age are in the service of their country, but I have found 
in my mind again and again the question, Where are the 
young women and the boys and girls under 18? This is 
a question that should give us the most serious concern. 

As I have met these wonderful people, the conviction has 
grown upon me that they have spiritual capacities that have 
never been challenged by a General Assembly. These 


Dr. King 
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people are capable of being far greater factors in Chris- 
tianizing the society of which they are a part. Who shall 
challenge them? Who shall point the way to Christ-like 
attitudes and a transforming service if not the supreme 
court of their church? 

A recent writer, in whom many of us have considerable 
confidence, asserts that this war ‘“‘is the birthpangs of a new 
order, which will have continuity with the past but which 
will emerge as something different from its parent, precisely 
because it is new and new things do happen in the world of 
history.”’ 

Will our church have a vital part in shaping the new 
order or will it find itself trying to live in and adjust itself 
to a new order that others have fashioned? 

In the time at my disposal I am going to mention a few 
challenges which many of us feel the General Assembly 
should place before its splendid people. 


I. Creative Thinking and Writing. 


That there is need for such thinking and writing will 
hardly be disputed. The books used by the students in 
the seminaries are largely the products of minds outside 
our church. The books being purchased by the ministers 
out in the field are from minds outside our church. When 
a minister needs booklets for his own people, he frequently 
turns to other denominational publishing houses. In more 
than one church vestibule I have found pamphlets selected 
from the lists of other denominational houses. 

On our seminary faculties connected with our universities 
and colleges, and out in pastorates, there are men amply 
able to produce a helpful literature. 

The impression ought not to be given that no worthwhile 
writings have come from the pens of our own people. A 
few volumes from our writers have received wide acclaim. 
A few pamphlets have been found most helpful. But the 
number of books produced by our church compared with 
that of other denominations throughout the world seems 
pathetically small, 


Need Greater Intellectual Freedom 


Many feel that one explanation for the small number of 
books by our own people has been the fact that the theologi- 
cal atmosphere of our church has not been conducive to 
creative effort. We have been too suspicious and critical 
toward that which was new or different from the fare to 
which we have been accustomed. Such an attitude does not 
encourage men who for years have studied biblical and the- 
ological subjects to venture forth and tell us the conclusions 
of their thinking. Should we not give to these men the 
greatest possible freedom consistent with loyalty to the 
essential doctrines of our faith. 

Our reason for pleading for creative thinking and writing 
is not that we want our people to read only that which 
is from the pens of our own writers. The reason is in the 
fact that we have men with much to give, men who could 
make a worthy contribution to a helpful literature for this 
and succeeding generations. 


II. Christian Social Artion. 


In the second place, let the General Assembly challenge 
its people to a larger interest and effort toward applying 
the teachings and spirit of Christ to the pressing problems 
of their communities and world. 

As one travels over our southern states he is overwhelmed 
by evidences of poverty on the part of masses of our peo- 
ple. He can readily believe the figures given for the cash 
income of the tenants. He can readily understand why the 
southern states have so little as compared with other states 
for education. He can readily understand other sub- 
standards that prevail. 

I listened recently to conversations among cotton experts. 
One conclusion was that unless the government subsidized 
every bale of cotton sold, the price would fall to the world 
level, which would mean even greater poverty for millions 
who have looked to cotton as their money crop. The future 
of millions of farm owners and tenant farmers, as seen by 
the cotton merchants, is anything but bright. One of the 
best authorities on cotton in our State of Texas declares 
that he can see no future for the one-mule cotton farmer. 
Are we facing a violent disruption within the economic life 
of our Southland? 


The Ohurch and People’s Problems 
Can the Southern Presbyterian Church afford to say, 
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here is a problem outside our sphere? If we by silence so 
declare, need we be surprised if multitudes of rural people 
conclude that the church has no interest in the things that 
are so vital to them and to their children? 

Let us think of another situation that demands our 
prayerful thought. More than one million Negroes are in 
the service of their country. Since the vast majority of 
them are from the South, to the South they will return. 
They have labored and fought by the side of white men. 
They have received equal pay. Thousands of them, while 
in the service, have been taught a skilled trade. Hundreds 
are pilots. These Negroes are going to return and find 
themselves barred from the ballot box, barred from the 
schools where other service men are being given further 
education, barred from some of the occupations in which 
they might earn a living for themselves and their families. 
It is not likely that they will accept all this lying down. 
We face a period of acute racial tensions. 

Can the Presbyterian Church afford to say, here is a 
problem outside our sphere? If it does, need we be sur- 
prised if the Negroes turn to other organizations for guid- 
ance? Some are already saying that in the C. I. O. they 
have a better friend than in the church. 


Our Church and World Order 

Recall our relation to the Cleveland Conference at which 
Christian men and women from many denominations and 
church affiliated organizations were trying to arrive at Chris- 
tian attitudes toward world problems and trying to make 
these attitudes felt in the international conference that was 
so soon to follow. The General Assembly appointed no one 
to represent our church in the conference. The moderator 
dared to appoint a few, but warned them that they must pay 
their own expenses. There is scarcely a large denomination 
in our midst that has not surpassed us in aiding its people 
to Christian attitudes concerning world problems. Some are 
guiding their people in making these attitudes known and 
felt. 

As a further reason for a broader and deeper interest on 
the part of the church, let me relate something that took 
Place in my own synod. A choice young man, a candidate 
for the ministry, became interested in an underprivileged 
group in his state. He turned to his church for moral back- 
ing. So cool was the reception given his approach that he 
concluded he could best serve his Lord and Master by be- 
coming a union organizer. 

I have not met a single minister or layman who desires 
his church to jump into the midst of every economic, social 
and political situation that presents itself. But I have met 
many who feel that the General Assembly should not only 
challenge its people to bring the gospel of Christ to bear 
upon these situations, but should also provide its people 
with guidance in their thinking and action. 

Associated with our universities and colleges and business 
institutions are consecrated souls who have for years studied 
the problems that sorely beset our communities and our 
nation. Would there be anything un-Presbyterian in having 
the General Assembly call together these trained minds and 
requesting of them guidance for the Assembly and its peo- 
ple? Even such minor action on the part of the Assembly 
would indicate to its young ministers, and to young men 
and women whom the Assembly needs within its ranks of 
workers, and to the millions of young men and women who 
are returning from a global war, that our interests and sym- 
pathies are as broad and deep as those of him whose we 
are and whom we serve. ‘ 


Ill. Protestant Cooperation. 


A third challenge many would have the General Assembly 
give its people is that of a larger cooperation with other 
Protestant bodies. 

No series of articles of recent date has attracted more at- 
tention than the eight published by The Christian Century 
on “Can Catholicism Win America?” These articles are 
most revealing. One revelation is that no army was ever 
more thoroughly organized for victory on battlefield than 
is the Roman Catholic Church for making the United States 
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Roman Catholic. The whole of one article was given to 
Catholicism and the Negro. Another article was given to 
Catholicism and the workers. Another to Catholicism’s 
efforts toward capturing rural America. 


Roman Catholic Social Action 


Some may have felt the suggestion that our Assembly in- 
terest itself in the plight of the farmer was far-fetched. 
The suggestion would not have sounded far-fetched to the 
ears of a Roman Catholic. The Catholic Central Verein of 
America with headquarters in St. Louis, claims that it was 
one of the first organizations in our country to recognize 
the farm problem and call for study and legislation. Ac- 
cording to the author of the eight articles, this Catholic or- 
ganization ‘‘has local organizations in eighteen states, pub- 
lishes a magazine called the Social Justice Review, main- 
tains an excellent library, fosters youth organizations, ma- 
ternity guilds, study clubs, cooperative marketing and buy- 
ing and credit unions. First and last it presses upon its 
members their duty to support parochial schools and to send 
their children to them.” 

But back to the program to make America Roman Catho- 
lic. One cannot help admiring such vision, such long-range 
planning, such energy in attacking the problems. There 
was another revelation in those articles which disturbed 
multitudes of Protestants. The revelation was not new to 
the readers of church history. The Roman Catholic Church 
cannot be in full sympathy with certain of the fundamental 
ideas upon which this government was founded. Let us 
take a single illustration. The Catholic Church speaks fre- 
quently of freedom of worship. But the Protestant who 
concludes that the Catholic Church means by freedom of 
worship what the Protestant means is grievously mistaken. 
Two weeks ago on the front page of a Houston daily was an 
Associated Press article from Madrid, Spain. The article 
concerned a bill of rights handed the people of Spain by 
Franco. Its last sentence declared: ‘‘Among other things, 
the bill provides freedom of speech as long as Spaniards 
do not criticize the ‘fundamental principles’ of the falangist 
state, and freedom of religious belief, but barring all re- 
ligious ceremonies except Catholic.’’ Study the recent pro- 
nouncements that have come from Roman Catholic authori- 
ties in Argentina and you will find further confirmation of 
the fact that the Catholic conception of freedom in religion 
is freedom for the true church, which, according to the 
Roman Catholic, is the Roman Catholic Church. 


Romanist Unity, Protestant Competition 


When one turns to Protestantism in search of a program 
that matches that of the Catholic in vision, in long-range 
planning, in well-directed attack, he is disappointed. He 
finds in village after village, in town after town, poorly 
equipped, struggling, competing Protestant churches. The 
issues that gave birth to these differing churches and for 
decades sustained them are no longer vital. These issues 
are unknown to a multitude of the members. 

When one searches Protestantism for a unified strategy 
for resisting the outreachings for political power on the 
part of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, again he is dis- 
appointed. Even the Federal Council of Churches does not 
have the support of anything like all Protestants. Catholic 
writers point out that their task is made easier by the divi- 
sions within Protestantism. 

To plead for a union of Protestant churches would be 
wasting breath and words. But it is not too visionary to 
hope that in such a day as ours when the real issues are far 
more serious than the differences between other Protestants 
and Presbyterians, there may arise within the ranks of Prot- 
estantism a leadership that will call for a cooperation not 
yet dreamed of. 


Challenge to Presbyterian Leadership 


What denomination is better qualified than our own to 
send out the call? We recognize the validity of ordinations 
by other churches. We welcome to the Lord’s table all 
evangelical Christians. We acknowledge the validity of other 
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modes of baptism. Why should not the General Assembly 
say to its splendid men and women, “We call upon you in 
your communities to work for a pooling of Protestant 
forces in order that the witness of Protestantism in your 
community may be effective, and in order that money and 
men may be released for challenging fields’’? Would not 
such a challenge attract the millions of young Protestants 
who are coming back from war, yourg Protestants who, 
during their stay in the services, have in many instances 
been comforted and inspired by chaplains of other aenomi- 
nations? 


IV. A larger Use of the Resources of Christian Faith. 


There is another challenge which many of us would 
earnestly request our Assembly to place before its splendid 
people: That they make larger use of the inner resources 
of their faith in meeting the innermost problems of their 
souls. 

Dr. Stanley Jones, in his little book, Abundant Living, 
names 15 major enemies of the soul. The first five are as 
follows: a lack of faith in something beyond oneself; self- 
centeredness; anger, resentments, hate; fear, worry, anxiety; 
a sense of unresolved guilt. There are many among us, 
ministers and people, who are wrestling with one or more 
of these enemies. We do not know how to bring the re- 
sources of our faith to bear on the struggle. 

Many are searching beyond the confines of their church 
for help. Others have given up hope of ever finding in their 
church the help they need. They are among the multitudes 
of church people who have lost interest. I want to report to 
you a sample of the reactions that have come to me when I 
have made these statements in our churches all over the As- 
sembly. In one splendid church a layman said, “I know 
of five men in our church who are studying the literature 
of the Unity Movement.”’ In another large church a charm- 
ing woman said, ‘‘For three years I have been reading Chris- 
tian Science.”” In another church a group of choice souls 
gathered round following an address on the theme, ‘‘Deeper 
Before Further,’’ and said, ‘‘We would never have gone into 
the Oxford Group movement if church had met 
spiritual needs.” 

Your speaker realizes full well that these testimonials 
are not sufficient proof of a movement from the 
church. But he is convinced that the number of souls who 
look up and are not fed by our present church program 
is far larger than we think. In my files there are letters 
from ministers and laymen pleading with the moderator 
to ask the church for greater help along the lines indi- 
cated. 
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Need to Study Methods 


Why should not our Assembly call upon some of its 
gifted souls to study the literature and techniques by which 


the cults and isms revitalize our own people who have come 
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to them, and then show Presbyterians how they have and 
can use resources in their faith for accomplishing what is 
desired? Why should not the General Assembly call for 
brief, simple writings on how to use the Bible and how 
to pray and how to deal with these major enemies of the 
soul? Our church is sorely in need of a larger literature 
for the cultivation of the devotional life, and for making 
the resources of the faith effective in daily living. 

There is a direct relation between this challenge to a 
larger use of the resources of our faith and the three other 
challenges I have mentioned. The soul that is not winning 
daily victories over its major enemies is not likely to be an 
effective instrument in the warfare against the enemies of 
a Christian society. 

In my church there was a man who had an interest 
in one of the first oil fields in our section of the state. 
The wells, six and seven thousand feet deep, in the course 
of time ceased flowing. An alert man came along and sug- 
gested that if the owners of the wells would g0 deeper they 
might get another flow of oil. The machinery was brought 
back to the field. The old wells were deepened. Again 
the precious oil came forth. 
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Deeper Before Further 


We want passion and power for going further in en- 
throning Christ in our society. We must first go deeper. 
When the inexhaustible resources of God’s grace have be- 
come gloriously effective in our own lives, we shall be 
ready for larger fields of service than have ever been 
pointed out by a General Assembly. 

It has not been easy for the moderator to bare before you, 
and before those in the church who look wistfully to their 
supreme court for guidance, the innermost thoughts of his 
soul. It would have been far easier to have chosen a 
soothing text and attempted a soothing sermon with which 
no man could have disagreed. But we face a strange new 
day that calls for new insights and measures. The church, 
in a society that is being shaken from center to circum- 
ference, must re-examine its faith, its perspective and its 
practices. Each minister owes it to his Lord and to his 
church to bring to the councils of thought, prayer and plan- 
ning that which he believes the Spirit of God has laid upon 
his heart. 

The moderator, in penitence for his inadequacy, and yet 
in everlasting gratitude to Christ and the church, relin- 
quishes the trust imposed upon him by the Assembly. He 
prays that he may ever be faithful to the higher trust im- 
posed upon him by the Church’s Head, that of being a 
good minister of Jesus Christ. 

(Copies of this sermon for distribution to church of- 
ficers, leaders and members generally, may be secured at the 
following rates, postpaid: five cents each; $1.00 for fifty; 
$2.00 per hundred; cash with order. Address: THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 13 N. Sth St., Richmond 19, Va.) 





ASSEMBLY’S FIRST DAYS 
(Continued from page 3) 
sembly for a term of three years. 
A communication signed by twenty 
Negro ministers, meeting recently at 
Stillman Institute in a short-term minis- 
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Bills and Overtures, C. L. King. 
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R. W. Cousar. 
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Bible Cause, E. E. Newberry. 
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ters’ course, requested the Assembly to 
make adequate provision for their the- 
ological within the 
aries of their own church. It 
ferred, along with the 
home mission council on 


bound- 
Was re- 


candidates 


the 
education of 
Negroes, to a special committee named 
by the moderator, consisting of A. W. 
Dick, Spartanburg, S. C.; J. H. Caligan, 
Miami, Fla.; S. Hugh Bradley, Decatur, 
Ga.; W. G. Gipson, New Orleans, 
Robt. T. Faucette. 


report of 


and 


Standing Committee Chairmen 


Chairman of standing committees 


Stewardship, M. A. Boggs. 

Foreign Relations, Walter L. Lingle. 

Foreign Missions, Homer McMillan. 

Home Missions, John E. Abbott. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief, W. A. Benfield, Jr. 

Religious Education and Publication, 
James E. Bear. 


Evangelism, A. J. Kissling. 

Finance, Budget and Rules, Wm. 
Rule, Jr. 

Synodical Records, W. E. Davis. 

Social and Moral Welfare, K. J. Fore- 


man. 
Minister and His Work, Lloyd Court- 
ney. 
Woman's Work, Dunbar 
Theological Seminaries, J. 
Training School for Lay 


Ogden, Jr. 
M. Wells. 
Workers, 


All standing committee chairmen are 
ministers except Judge Alexander and 
Mr. Rule. 


Stewardship Report 


(in comments on the reports of As- 
sembly agencies in subsequent para- 
graphs mention is not made of a num- 
ber of important items because they 
were reported here during the past two 
weeks.—FEds. ) 

Representatives of the Assembly’s 
agencies presented reports of the past 
year with recommendations for the 
future. J. G. Patton, Jr., reporting for 
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the Stewardship Committee, reported an 
increase of $211,960 to Assembly’s 
causes in 1944-45, a total of $1,899,215. 
Though this represented the largest in- 
crease since 1937, the second largest re- 
ceipts of any year, it falls below the per 
capita gifts of the church in the 1920’s 
when gifts amounted to ten cents per 
day per member. It was reported that 
1,300 churches did not report having 
an every member canvass during the 
past year. These churches constitute 
16 per cent of the membership, or 
90,000—larger than six of our synods, 
which would indicate, the secretary said, 
that this large group of people was not 
challenged to dedicate their resources 
more adequately during the past year. 


Missions Reports 


C. Darby Fulton, in his presentation 
of the foreign missions report paid trib- 
ute to the late Egbert W. Smith, long- 
time secretary of the committee, who 
died last summer, declaring that no 
more outstanding contribution has been 
made to the work of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church than was made by Dr. 
Smith as a leader in the cause of for- 
eign missions. He was eulogized as a 
speaker, a writer, a statesman of the 
church, a man with a deep passion for 
the lost, tireless in his service of the 
Kingdom of Christ. Dr. Fulton reported 
the safe return of every missionary who 
has been interned under Japanese con- 
trol—not one missionary life has been 
lost. The committee, he declared, is 
in better position to a first-class work 
in missions than since before the depres- 
sion. The million dollar fund being 
raised will be used only for repairs and 
replacements, not for advance. The 
greatest need before the committee is 
for more candidates for the mission 
field. We have stifled the missionary 
passion in a whole student generation, 
he said, because of the depression; now 
the call of the war further complicates 
it. Not for any advance but simply to 
meet present necessities 60 missionaries 
are needed this year for Africa, 43 are 
needed for Brazil and 20 for Mexico. In 
addition there is needed a reserve corps 
of candidates to be ready when the war 
is over. Through missions, Dr. Fulton 
said, we have the practical way to make 
effective our concern for those in the 
world who are apart from Christ. 


Claude H. Pritchard presented his 
first report from the Home Missions 
Committee since becoming its executive 
secretary. The great needs in home 
missions, he declared, are: manpower; 
a living wage for home mission pastors 
and workers; an adequate advance into 
investment areas where the ministry of 
the church is needed; an enlarging min- 
istry and work for Negroes; and in- 
creased gifts for the cause. Though 
gifts last year showed an increase there 
was given on a per capita basis only 85 
cents for every dollar given in 1928 
for Assembly’s home missions, 
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More Ministers Needed 


A need for more and better minis- 
ters was stressed by Wade H. Boggs, 
executive secretary of Christian educa- 
tion and ministerial relief. Many par- 
ents, teachers and other Christian lead- 
ers, he said, are not making the voice of 
God consciously heard in the lives of 
their children; many churches have be- 
come consumers of preachers and too 
few are producers of preachers. To- 
day’s opportunities call for five times as 
many trained workers as the church can 
provide. If the ministers do not take 
the leadership in this matter, he said, 
the work will not be done. He reported 
479 homes on the ministerial relief list, 
the smallest number in many years. In 
speaking of the |Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund, Dr. Boggs said the rules for its 
conduct are not like those of the Book 
of Church Order which can be amended. 
The MAF rules, he said, based upon spe- 
cific conditions and contractual obliga- 
tions cannot be changed without the 
provision of additional funds. He re- 
ported that $126,000 in pledges toward 
the 3-million dollar prior service fund 
had not yet been paid. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
Religious Education 


Edward D. Grant’s report for the re- 
ligious education and publication com- 
mittee stressed the principle that the 
committees might well be called the 
“Committee on religious education 
through evangelism in the home, church 
and community.”’ Reports on the United 
advance, now to enter its fourth year, 
were scheduled for the Assembly’s Mon- 
day night meeting when representatives 
from local churches will describe what 
is actually being done to make the 
teaching work of the church more ef- 
fective and inclusive. The secretary de- 
clared that 567 Sunday schools had not 
reported for the past year, making a 
complete statistical tabulation impossi- 
ble. He spoke of the three-year study 
of the committee’s educational policy 
and procedure, requested by the com- 
mittee itself and authorized by the 1944 
Assembly, as progressing favorably un- 
der the direction of a large committee. 
In spite of pastorless churches, paper 
shortages, a 100 per cent turnover in 
the personnel of one department of the 
committee, the present upheaval in the 
social order, there are many evidences 
of God’s blessing and of a definite for- 
ward movement, Dr. Grant said. 

The effective program of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary and its significant results were 
reported to the Assembly by the director 
of the work, Miss Janie W. McGaughey. 
There are 207,775 women, she said, in 
2,606 local auxiliaries. Among the pro- 
gressive movements emphasized by Miss 
McGaughey are the appointment of an 
assistant secretary for the department, 
Mrs. W. Murdock MacLeod, who was 
presented to the Assembly; the largest 


oirthday offering last year which has 
ever been made; an increase in the com- 
mittee’s field service; progress in the 
work among and on behalf of the 
church’s Negro women, and the publica- 
tion of a monthly paper, Presbyterian 
Women. Mrs. John P. Walker, Collier- 
ville, Tenn., chairman of the committee 
on woman’s work, was introduced to the 
Assembly. 

President Henry Wade DuBose, of the 
Assembly’s Training School, made his 
first report on this institution since be- 
coming its head. The relation of this 
school to the other agencies of the As- 
sembly, Dr. DuBose said, is vital, since 
every one of these agencies depends 
upon competent workers. To meet this 
need, he said, this institution was 
created a little more than 30 years ago. 
Calls for graduates of the school, the 
president said, are far more than can 
be supplied, though next year’s enroll- 
ment, it is indicated, will be consider- 
ably above recent years. A summer 
school is being conducted principally for 
teachers of Bible in the public schools. 
A. L. Currie, Richmond, was announced 
as new chairman of the board of trus- . 
tees, succeeding Dan T. Caldwell, and 
E. D. Witherspoon, Petersburg, Va., has 
succeeded E. D. Grant as vice-chairman. 
Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Grant continue as 
members of the board, however. Dr. 
DuBose spoke of the need of a new 
ouilding for class rooms and adminis- 
tration offices as one of the pressing 
needs. 


Defense Service Council 


Defense service council matters were 
related by the director, Dan T. Caldwell, 
who also presented Ralph E. McCaskill, 
former chaplain, now retired, who will 
direct the affairs of the council for a 
time during the summer. Chaplain Rus- 
sell C. Stroup, it was announced, would 
address the Assembly on the work of 
the chaplains on Monday. Dr. Caldwell 
said that few training fields have been 
closed over the |nation and that the 
needs for the work of the council in 
these areas will continue as long as the 
camps do. The denomination has 151 
chaplains in the Army, 119 in the Navy 
with nine of the army group being from 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church and three in the navy from the 
same church. The director paid high 
tribute to the general commission on 
army and navy chaplains, erected under 
the leadership of the Federal Council of 
Churches. If it had not been for this 
general commission, said Dr. Caldwell, 
the work of the chaplaincy would not be 
on the high plane where it is today. 
Through the defense council, he said, 
the church is reaching out today into 
more places in the world than any other 
agency of the church. He spoke of the 
prospect of compulsory military train- 
ing which would require the continua- 
tion of many camps in the South. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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EDITORIAL 


The Moderator’s Challenge 


As on previous occasions, Dr. King 
has placed the entire church in his debt. 
His sermon as the Assembly’s retiring 
moderator (page 4) lifts a banner for 
all those who earnestly pray for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., to become 
more effective in the service of its Sav- 
ior. He has marked out, with penetrat- 
ing clarity, and with high courage, the 
line where “principalities, powers and 
the rulers of the darkness of this world’”’ 
must be engaged by Christian forces. 

Surely he is profoundly right when 
he declares that our people, with ell 
their abilities and resources, have neve; 
been adequately challenged by their 
church. All too frequently we have as- 
signed to intelligent women, to enter- 
prising, enthusiastic young people, and 
to stalwart men who are accustomed to 
significant undertakings, some inconse- 
quential task to be accomplished in the 
name of the church. No wonder many 
look with near-contempt or utter indif- 
ference upon what they have known as 
“church service.” We have tragically 
underestimated their ability to respond 
to a great summons. 

Was William Temple, late archbishop 
of Canterbury, thinking about our fre- 
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quent failure to guide our people to the 
main issues when he declared, “It is a 
great mistake to suppose that God is 
only, or even chiefly, concerned with re- 
ligion”? We have identified religion 
and church service or church organiza- 
tion, and multitudes of people and prob- 
lems outside our self-imposed limita- 
tions have not been viewed by us as 
Christ looked out upon life. 
* * 7 

Dr, King’s emphasis upon the need 
for more creative thinking and writing 
by Southern Presbyterians brings us to 
grips with a pivotal concern. Many men 
and women, as he suggests, have given 
up hope of writing effectively within 
our denomination. In our concern to 
press the minds of our leaders into the 
ancient mould, we have often produced 
staleness and monotony rather than life. 
Through strenuous efforts to keep the 
water pure we have wellnigh choked the 
stream. 

7 * . 

Constant emphasis in these columns 
upon the crying need to relate our faith 
to the problems of our people would 
naturally cause us to applaud the for- 
mer moderator’s call to Christian social 
action. Our pronouncements, when we 
have been brave enough to make them, 
have been on the side of righteousness, 
but, as F. Ernest Johnson has written, 
“In many cases the passing of ... 
pronouncements is what psychologists 
call a ‘compensatory activity.’ It brings 
a virtuous feeling and is a fairly satis- 
fying substitute for doing something 
more costly.”” (The Church and Society, 
Abingdon.) Dr. King calls us to the 
more costly way. 

We have wondered about our falter- 
ing evangelism. We have investigated 
and investigated. We have deplored 
the failure of the church to reach the 
masses. William Temple, in Social Wit- 
ness and Evangelism (Epworth Press, 
London), wrote as Dr. King did when 
he said: 

I am convinced that in this period 
of history social witness is an indis- 
pensable instrument of evangelism. 
We cannot obtain a hearing for our 
primary message if with regard to the 
evils of which men are chiefly con- 
scious we heve to say that for these 
it contains no remedy. We must find 
where men are, and then, taking them 
by the hand, lead them to the true 
source of power and peace. But we 
can do little as long as we call to 
them across an intervening gulf; and 
we can do nothing if we direct our 
appeal to some region of interest 
where they are not to be found at all. 

: The call to individual conver- 
sion is not likely to be widely effec- 
tive unless it is prefaced by evidence 


of social concern and ability to ef- 
fect social changes. 


One reason why the Roman Catholic 
Church is making such great gains to- 
day—-particularly in new fields, as with 
Negroes and people in rural sections— 
is to be found in the church’s social 
action program as it affects the lives 
and problems of those who are evan- 
gelized. 
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Dr. King’s intriguing suggestion 
about pooling Protestant resources in 
our communities deserves a finer re- 
sponse than we have faith to believe it 
will receive. Yet, here we stand sum- 
moning more young men for the minis- 
try (as we desperately need them for 
new and greater service), while across 
the land the time and strength of min- 
ister after minister is consumed by look- 
ing after handfuls of people here and 
there in ‘‘poorly equipped, struggling, 
competing Protestant churches.” For 
sentimental reasons or because of the 
pride of a group or a family or even of 
one  self-willed man, _ these little 
churches go on with their lifeless pro- 
grams. This does not mean that every 
small church should go out of business. 
But it does mean that in hundreds, per- 
haps thousands, of instances small 
churches in a community should join 
forces for the glory of the Kingdom of 
God and for the enhancement of the 
cause of religion in that area. As Dr. 
King has said, with pathetic truth, ‘‘The 
issues that gave birth to these differing 
churches and for decades sustained 
them are no longer vital. These issues 
are unknown to a multitude of the mem- 
bers.”’ 

. * > 

Our recent suggestion about a “De- 
partment On Personal Religion’’ (edito- 
rial, May 28), based to some extent on 
a previous address by the retiring mode- 
rator, indicates our realization that our 
greater service over wider areas of life 
will come only as we, not simply talk 
about, but draw upon the deep resources 
of God. We shall never do God’s work 
without his power. 

€ * * 


This sermon deserves the thoughtful 
study of our people—in prayer meet- 
ings, in Sunday school ¢lasses, by ses- 
sions and boards of deacons, in Aux- 
iliary groups and young people’s meet- 
ings. Based upon its challenge, for- 
ward-looking programs in congrega- 
tions, presbyteries and synods could 
well be launched. (Reprints of these 
sermons will be offered by the publish- 
ers at a reasonable rate.) 


Dr. King, the church you have served 
so well during the year, salutes you. 
In exalting your office as our leader you 
have been inspired of God to point the 
way ahead for our denomination. We 
are profoundly grateful for your great 
leadership. 


Radio Opportunities 


During this past year the Assembly’s 
Radio Committee has made two types 
of demonstrations, one with recordings 
and the other over a live voice network 
This represents but a crack in the door 
of opportunity. 

Electrical transcriptions make it pos- 
sible to get into many stations that can- 
not otherwise be reached. Devotional 
programs, evangelistic series, educa- 
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tional material can be made available 
for a wide hearing. 

The Department of Woman’s Work is 
much interested in the possibility of 
having recordings of its Bible Studies 
made for use of auxiliary classes 

The Baptist radio committee is mak- 
ing recordings by prominent Baptist 
preachers and choirs which they senda 
overseas to Baptist chaplains to use. 

Suggestions have come from Dr. Wal- 
ter L. Lingle and others that sermons 
by our own ministers could be made 
available for churches without pastors 
thus enabling them to have services in 
spite of the shortage of ministers. 

The Methodists are planning to go 
quite heavily into radio recordings. The 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation has a series of five-minute stories 
urging people to attend Sunday school 
and church. This series runs daily for 
nine months. 

The possibility of a children’s church 
of the air is most intriguing. 

The Baptist Hour is heard over thir- 
ty-six stations. The Presbyterian Hour 
is heard over twelve stations in the 
Eastern Wartine zone. Other denomi- 
nations are getting interested in a re- 
gional network in the South. A united 
approach would be most welcome to, the 
radio stations. A united approach as- 
sures that a cooperative approach and 
not a competative approach would get 
a better hour over more stations. 

We all recognize the opportunities af- 
forded for the spread of the gospel by 
the written word. Have we Presbyter- 
rians recognized the opportunities of 
this modern channel for the spoken 
word? J. M. A. 





United Presbyterians 
Ask for $2,310,000 


(By Religious News Service) 


Pittsburgh.—Plans for a ‘‘World- 
Wide Christian Advance” to raise $2,- 
310,000 for ‘‘non-recurring needs” of 
the United Presbyterian Church will be 
submitted to the denomination’s 87th 
General Assembly at Monmouth, IIl., it 
was announced here by the Board of 
Administration. 

Albert E. Kelly, of Santa Ana, Calif., 
will be recommended as executive di- 
rector of the campaign, which will be 
undertaken over a two-year period. He 
will be assisted by a central committee 
and committees in each synod, presby- 
tery, and local congregation. 

Of the amount sought, $500,000 will 
be allocated to the Board of American 
Missions; $500,000 to the Board of For- 
eign Missions; $500,000 to Christian 
Education; $400,000 to relocating the 
church’s seminary; $150,000 for Min- 
isterial Relief; $150,000 for Committee 
on Overseas Relief; $35,000 for Com- 
mittee on Service Men; and $75,000 for 
campaign expenses, 
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OVERTONES 


OF PRAYER 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





‘“‘We do not know how to pray aright, 
but the Spirit pleads for us .. .,” 
Rom, 8:26. 


HE CHRISTIAN never prays alone. 

He often thinks he does, but this 

is never so. ‘‘The Spirit maketh in- 
tercession for us.’’ Over and above our 
own prayers are the 
overtones of the 
Holy Spirit’s plead- 
ings. The faltering, 
feeble, finite prayer 
of the Christian, 
scarce daring to 
voice his hopes or 
to hope for his de- 
sires, the Christian 
who is never fully 
aware of the love 
and power of the Father in heaven, sel- 
dom realizing how close God always is; 
this prayer by itself is like a note, out 
of key, on a battered instrument, jang- 
ling, harsh and dull. But above it and 
around it are the overtones of the 
Spirit’s prayers, deeper than words, 
clear with eternal knowledge, bright 
with shadowless love, keyed to the 
Truth of the universe, overtones in 
which the jangling harshness of human 
prayer is blended into the harmony of 
heaven. 


Dr, Foreman 


Consider only two of the ways in 
which this must be true. Left to our- 
selves, how poor our best prayers must 
be! They are selfish at worst, short- 
ranged at best. Too many of our pray- 
ers are simply expressions of personal 
wishes, regardless of the rest of the 
world. We want success even though 
it means the failure of our competitors; 
we want health to return, even if we 
misuse it as we did before; we want 
victory even if it kills any number of 
our enemies. In short, if we could have 
our way and will, the universe would 
move before us like one of these revolv- 
ing tables spread with a banquet, bring- 
ing to us in turn all the good things of 
the earth. 


The Spirit has to do something with 
such prayers. Perhaps what the Spirit 
prays for at these times is not so much 
to counteract the prayer as that God 
will change the selfish heart of the man 
who prays. And even at best, how 
short the Christian’s vision is! We pray 
for those we love—but we love only a 
tiny fraction of the human race. We 
may even pray for all mankind, but 
most of the time we forget that there 
will be other generations following: 
and the Holy Spirit may need to add to 
our petitions the overtones of prayer 
for those who shall come after us. It 


may well be that if we could see what 
the Spirit sees, if our vision of the fu- 
ture could take in even the next hun- 
dred years, to say nothing of the next 
thousand, not only our prayers but our 
toils would be vastly different from 
what they are. When earnest prayers 
have been (as we say) unanswered, it 
may well be that the Father of all 
has heeded not ours but the prayers of 
the Spirit. For the sake of men and 
women yet unborn he must refuse the 
request which—had our eyes’. been 
opened—we would not have offered. 


EFT TO OURSELVES, too, how 
timid our prayers are! We do not 
fully know the depth of the love of 

God, we cannot realize his willingness 
to give. ‘‘We magnify his strictness with 
a zeal he will not own.” ‘We have not, 
because we ask not.’’ Merely in the 
small sphere of our own personality, 
there are undreamed-of possibilities of 
growth, of change, of Godlikeness. Yet 
we sink—whether in content or in de- 
spair—into our own littleness. We look 
at the chains which heredity and cir- 
cumstance have forged upon us, and we 
do not realize the power of God to 
break those chains. We live in a pri- 
son when we might be free. We live 
with sins that might be cast out. We 
say, ‘“‘I cannot help it,’’? when God can 
liberate our wills. We pray to God for 
little things. We are like prisoners 
cringing and cadging for trivial favors, 
when we might dare to request our very 
freedom. We do not dare to think of 
what God would gladly do for us. It 
is well that above the discouraged mur- 
mur of our timid prayers there is the 
bold overtone of the Spirit’s interces- 
sions, rising above our earth-clinging 
minds to enter the heart of God. 

No, the Christian does not pray alone; 
nor is his hope in prayer alone. His 
hope is in the prayer of the Spirit, 
without whose intercession his own 
most well-meant desires may be folly, 
impertinence or sin. 
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British Congregationalists to 
Discuss Union With Presbyterians 

London (RNS) (By Wireless).—The 
Congregational Union of England and 
Wales voted at its spring assembly here 
tc form a joint commission with the 
Presbyterian Church of England to dis- 
cuss possibilities of organic union, 

Action was taken following an ad- 
dress by Chaplain William 'Fhomas 
Jones, recently released from a German 
prison camp, who told the assembly that 
‘we chaplains in prison were deter- 
mined not to come back to the same 
disunion from which we went.” 

“Union among all Free Church chap- 
lains on the battlefields has been a very 
real thing,’’ Chaplain Jones said. ‘‘Wse 
had no difficulties about orders and tra- 
ditions. There were no barriers at the 
Lord’s Table and we were unanimously 
of the opinion that we were going back 
to our churches with the same sense 
of urgency of union.” 
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Seminary Head Sees Nation 
In Precarious Moral Mood 


Cincinnati, Ohio (RNS). — From 
where he stands, as head of one of the 
largest Presbyterian theological semi- 
naries, J. Harry Cotton, of Chicago, 
sees America in a precarious moral 
mood just now. 


Moreover, he asserts that the “very 
horror of what our enemies have done, 
the unspeakable atrocities of which they 
have been guilty, betray us into the 
comfortable sense that we have no guilt 
at all.” 


President of McCormick Seminary, 
Dr. Cotton declared in a Cincinnati ad- 
dress that at least the Christian peo- 
ple of this nation should be sensitive to 
their own guilt. 


“Twenty-five years ago,’”’ asserted Dr. 
Cotton, ‘“‘we went down into one of the 
lowest periods of our nation’s history. 
Lawlessness and graft reached into the 
highest places of the nation, we made 
greed our God, and we turned our backs 
on a suffering humanity.” 


No Creditable Period 


“The jazz age,’ he went on to say, 
“is not a creditable period in American 
history. If we do not see it now, some 
future historian will write the sorry 
story of our share in the guilt of this 
terrible war.” 


Dr. Cotton said he was not minimiz- 
ing the guilt and the responsibilities of 
our enemies, nor the necessity of pun- 
ishing war criminals, whenever and 
wherever they are caught. He wanted 
to make that clear. 


But, he said, “the moral mood of 
America today ought to be one of chas- 
tened penitence before God.” He re- 
called that Abraham Lincoln in his sec- 
ond inaugural, at the close of the war, 
confessed that both North and South 
had their guilt. 


It was an unpopular thing that Lin- 
coln said, yet. they were prophetic 
words, possibly the greatest ever penned 
on American soil, said Dr. Cotton. 


Need Food Rationing 


The seminary president spoke of 
America’s chafing a bit under restric- 
tions of food rationing, but said that 
if under pressure food rationing is ter- 
minated within the next two years it 
will mean starvation for hundreds of 
thousands of persons beyond the seas. 


He called upon the Christian churches 
of the nation to do all in their power to 
press the government into even more 
stringent rationing ‘“‘for the sake of ful- 
filling our obligation to a_ starving 
world.” Failing to do that, ‘‘our leader- 
ship for peace in the years to come will 
mean nothing,’ he declared. 


(Dr. Cotton is a contributing editor of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK.) 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


—that the gifts of the Woman's Aux- 
iliary of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S., last year totalled $1,771,269, an 
increase of $219,000 over the pre- 
yious year? 

—that the Auxiliary birthday 
gifts, which began in 1922, have to- 
talled $1,105,486? 

—that the 2,607 Woman’s Aux- 
iliaries in the church have 200,150 
members divided into 6,130 general 
and 1,180 business circles? 

—R. L. ST. CLAIR. 














MEMORIAL 











Dr, David C. Smallridge 

Whereas, Dr. David C. Smallridge hav- 
ing departed this life, Sunday, March 4, 
1945, And, Whereas, he having served the 
Montgomery Pesbyterian Church, Mont- 
gomery, W. Va., as trustee, deacon and 
elder over a period of twenty years, 
Therefore, Be It Resolved, 

First, That we bow in humble submis- 
sion to the will of God, who never makes 
mistakes in his dealings with the children 
of men, but always does what is right and 
best for those who trust him. 

Second, That we express gratitude and 
appreciation for having had the fellow- 
ship of one whose pleasure it was to make 
life happier for others. 

Third, That we extend to his family our 
sincerest sympathy, and commend them to 
God who alone is able to comfort and sus- 
tain at a time when other help cannot as- 
suage the grief. 

Fourth, That these resolutions be made 
a part of the records of the church, and 
that copies be sent to the family and for 
publication in the Christian Observer and 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

FOR THE SESSION. 
Edward S. Currie, Edward 8S. Maclin, F. 
H. Montgomery, Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS IN MEMORY OF 
WARWICK CECIL CARPENTER 
1879-1945 

WHEREAS, Warwick C. Carpenter be- 
came a member of Mizpah Presbyterian 
Church on March 9, 1919, and was elected 
a member of the Board of Deacons March 
5, 1920, and elevated to chairmanship on 
March 1, 1932, which position he held until 
the time of his death, and 

WHEREAS, we must bow in humble 
submission to the will of Almighty God 
who called him to his heavenly home on 
March 28, 1945, and 

WHEREAS, he was a faithful attendant 
upon the services of the church, at all 
times keeping the interest of the church 
at heart, contributing liberally of his time 
and means, and making available to the 
welfare of the church the sound business 
judgment which made him a leader in his 
business connections and the civic life of 
Richmond, and 

WHEREAS, he is sorely missed by his 
fellow members in the work of the Board, 
and 

WHEREAS, his memory is held in lov- 
ing esteem, now, therefore be it resolved: 

i. That we hereby extend our sincerest 
sympathy to his bereaved family: 

2. That a copy of these resolutions be 
forwarded to his family; 
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3. That a copy be spread on the secre- The above resolutions were unanimously 
tary’s minute book; adopted at a regular stated meeting of 
4. That a copy be sent to THE PRESBY- the Board of Deacons held May 9, 1945. 

TERIAN OUTLOOK. Richmond, Va. 
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Pastoral Work 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. A 
Source Book for Ministers. A valu- 
able reference book on how the pas- 
tor can be of the greatest possible 
service to his parishioners, based on 
the author’s years of experience in 
the pastorate. $2.00 
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The Bible Speaks 
to Our Day 


By GEORGE BARCLAY. The message of the 
Bible as it relates to the world today. A book 
of hope, showing that God’s purpose runs 
through history, and offering three solutions to 
life’s problems—Christian faith in God's love, 
Christian standards of conduct, and Christian 
fellowship among all races. $1.00 


GENIUS IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 


By EMILE CAILLIET. The delighfully 
readable biography of one of the 
greatest of French scientists, who 
turned to God for the truth and so- 
lace he had always sought. An au- 
thoritative and definitive volume, mas- 
terfully written by one of this cen- 
tury’s most eminent Pascalian schol- 
ars. 384 pages, notes and index, 
$3.75 


THE WESTMINSTER 
Dictionary 
of the Bible 


By JOHN D. DAVIS. Completely revised and 
rewritten by HENRY SNYDER GEHMAN. Based 
on the universally accepted ‘Davis’ Diction- 
ary, enlarged to include the latest discoveries. 
Unique in its scholarly thoroughness and useful- 
ness to readers of the Bible. 16 pages of maps. 
145 line drawings, 680 pages, 6%” x 9%”. 
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One Lord... 
One Faith 


By FLOYD V. FILSON. “Dr. Filson has 
given the Christian world a fascinat- 
ing study of the religious beliefs of 
the Christian Church during the first 
century.”’—Christian Advocate. $2.00 
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The Ministry of Jesus 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FUNE 10 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Printed Text: Mk. 1:14-15; Lk. 4:16-21; Mk. 


8:27a, 


Last week we surveyed the inter-Tes- 
tament period. When the New Testa- 
ment opened, the Jews were subject to 
the power of Rome, seething with bit- 
terness and resentment, and longing ea- 
gerly for deliverance. Under these cir- 
cumstances four parties had arisen with 
four definite programs. First, there 
were the Zealots, an armed, revolution- 
ary band depending on the dagger and 
the sword. Second, there were the 
Essenes, who cultivated their own re- 
ligious life, but took no interest in the 
great problems confronting the nation. 
Third, there were the Herodians and 
Sadducees, who made terms with the 
Roman conquerors, and sought their 
own material advancement. Fourth, 
there were the Pharisees who sought to 
hasten God’s intervention in the affairs 
of the nation by their zealous devotion 
to the law and their traditions, but who 
put formal religious observances above 
genuine interest in haman needs. The 
common people had set their hopes on 
the Kingdom of God, which meant God’s 
reign in this earth, and the blessings 
which the nation and individuals would 
enjoy when the reign of God became a 
fact. They expected this kingdom to 
be established by the Messiah whom 
God would send in his own time. 

I. Good News About God, Mark 1:14-15 

The gospels agree that the Christian 
movement began with John the Baptist 
who came preaching, ‘“‘The Kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent ye and believe 
in the gospel.” Among those who came 
and were baptized of him in the Jor- 
dan was Jesus. 

“After John was delivered up, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gos- 
pel of God . .”’ This is the way the 
R. V. translates Mk. 1:14, following 
the oldest and best Greek manuscripts. 
Gospel means ‘‘good news,” so that the 
verse can be translated, “Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching good news about 
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled 
and the Kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent ye and believe in the good news.”’ 
This was the original message of Jesus. 
Other important items were added later, 
but they all grew out of this funda- 
mental proclamation. 

Jesus began proclaiming good news 
about God. This good news about God 
contained many items which we cannot 
how discuss, but it was based on the 
idea that God is our Father. The Jews 
believed that God was their Father, but 
they believed that he was Father only 
of the Jews. The Pharisees believed he 
was their Father, but they thought he 


29, 31. 


was Father only of those who observed 
the Mosaic Law. Jesus taught that God 
is the Father of all men. And this doc- 
trine of the Fatherhood of God carries 
with it as inevitable corollary the 
brotherhood of man. Jesus did not 
mean that all men actually lived as sons 
of God; some were in effect sons of the 
Devil, but even they were prodigal sons, 
who might some day come to them- 
selves and say, I will arise and go unto 
my Father (Lk. 15). He did not mean 
that all men were actually brothers, 
but that all men were potentially broth- 
ers, that they would become brothers 
as they entered the Kingdom and ac- 
cepted God’s will for their lives. 

The idea that all men are brothers 
has been denied in our own generation 
by Japanese who believe that they and 
they alone are descendants of the sun 
goddess and by Nazis who held that 
they and they alone were members of 
the master race. It is practically de- 
nied by white men who hold that Ne- 
groes must have an inferior status be- 
cause their skin is black. But it is a 
fundamental truth of Christianity and a 
lode star which must be followed if 
civilization is to advance. 

Jesus came proclaiming good news 
about God and saying, ‘‘The time is ful- 
filled and the Kingdom. of God is at 
hand.’’ What did he mean by the King- 
dom of God? There is only one way to 
answer the question. We must go back 
to the ideas of Jesus’ contemporaries, 
to the hopes which he knew he would 
arouse, and then note the modification 
of the popular hope which he intro- 
duced. When we approach it in this 
way certain things become clear. 

(1) For Jesus, as for his contem- 
poraries, the Kingdom of God meant 
the reign of God. It meant the reign 
of God over the lives of individuals and 
society in this world as well as in the 
world to come. In speaking of the King- 
dom Jesus sometimes refers to the reign 
of God in the world which is to come, 
More often however he refers to the 
reign of God in this present world—as 
in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘‘Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” 

(2) For Jesus, as for his contempora- 
ries, the Kingdom of God meant the 
blessings of God—blessings which the 
individual and society would enjoy when 
the reign of God became a fact. For 
him these blessings were primarily 
spiritual—deliverance from anxiety, 


blessings of eternal life. But material 
blessings were not excluded. ‘‘Seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness,”’’ we read in Mt. 6:33, ‘‘and 
all these things (food, clothing, et al.) 
shall be added unto you.”’ 

(3) For Jesus the kingdom was not 
a Jewish but a universal hope. “And I 
say unto you that many shall come from 
the east and the west and shall sit down 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.’”’ Mt. 8:11. 

(4) Jesus repudiated the idea of 
bloodshed and violence as a means of 
ushering in the kingdom (see Mt. 5:38- 
39; 43-44). This does not mean that he 
was an absolute pacifist, or rejected all 
use of force. It is evident however that 
Jesus did not think that the kingdom 
could come as a result of military vic- 
tory. 

(5) Jesus taught that the Kingdom of 
God would come by organic growth as 
well as by divine catastrophe. It would 
come through the sowing of the seed 
in the hearts of men, first the blade, 
then the ear, and then the full grain 
in the ear; like a grain of mustard 
seed; like leaven which gradually per- 
meates the dough; and then in the end 
the harvest, including the final separa- 
tion of good and evil. 

(6) Jesus taught that the Kingdom 
of God was a present reality and not 
merely a future hope. That indeed was 
the very heart of his message. As Mark 
puts it: “Jesus came into Galilee, pro- 
claiming good news about God and say- 
ing, ‘The time is fulfilled and the King- 
dom of God is at hand’ ’’ He meant that 
the Kingdom of God is here now at this 
very moment, and that the blessings 
of God are available now for individuals 
and for society in so far as they accept 
God’s will for their lives. Of course 
there is a sense in which the Kingdom 
of God will come in the future. We 
pray for the consummation of the king- 
dom, the time when God’s reign will be- 
come absolute in all the earth. None- 
theless Jesus’ fundamental and basic 
message is this: the Kingdom of God is 
here now, wherever men open their 
hearts to him, and the blessings of God 
are available now for individuals and 
for society to the extent that they 
accept God’s will for their lives. 

To enjoy these blessings, says Je- 
sus, we must repent. The average man 
thinks repentance means sorrow for sin. 
It does mean that. There can be no re- 
pentance without sorrow for misused 
opportunities, for the good that we have 
left undone, and for the wrong that we 
have done to ourselves, our neighbors 
and to God. But the Greek word goes 
deeper than that—it means to change 
our mind, to change our attitude to- 
ward life, to change our way of living. 

Jesus was talking to Zealots, Essenes, 
Herodians, Sadducees and Pharisees and 
to their spiritual descendants today— 
men who believe that the Kingdom of 
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and concentrate on the salvation of 
their own souls; men who think above 
all else of the maintenance of their own 
privileged position or the lining of their 
own pocket books; men whose religion 
exhausts itself in private devotions and 
public observances and who forget the 
need of justice and mercy in the social 
and economic life; to all men who seek 
their own will rather than the will of 
God. He said to them and he says to 
us—Repent, change your minds, your 
attitudes, your way of living and be- 
lieve in the good news. 

What does it mean to believe in the 
Good News? It means to believe that 
Jesus was wounded for our transgres- 
sions and that he rose again on the 
third day. But it meant first of all to 
believe that God is our Father and the 
Father of all men, white and black, Ger- 
man and Japanese, and that the bless- 
ings of God are available for us as in- 
dividuals, for our city, for our state, 
our nation, all nations, so far, but only 
so far as we conform our lives to his 
requirements, 

Men are longing today for the gol- 
den age, when we shall have prosperity 
and justice and peace and brotherhood 
and genuine fellowship with God. Some 
men postpone their hopes to another 
world. Some scan the heavens or search 
the pages of Scripture for times and 
seasons which Jesus said it was not for 
us to know. Other men are looking for 
some leader, some panacea that will de- 
liver us from our present evil situation. 
And we need some leader, some wise 
statesman who can lead us at least in 
the direction of the promised land. But 
we must not forget this fundamental 
message of Jesus, that the blessings of 
God are available now for individuals 
and for society in proportion as they 
accept God’s will for their lives. 


II. The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me, 
Lk. 4:16-21 

Luke places at the forefront of his 
gospel the sermon which Jesus preached 
at Nazareth and in which he revealed 
his mission. The passage which he 
chose as the text of his sermon was 
taken from Isaiah 61—one of the great 
Messianic passages of the Old Testa- 
ment. The speaker is the “Servant of 
the Lord,” whom we find described 
throughout the latter part of Isaiah, and 
whose vicarious sufferings for the sins 
of his people are so eloquently set forth 
in chapter 53. Proof of the fact that 
he has been anointed by the Holy Spirit 
is found in the nature of his ministry, 
which is one of human sympathy and di- 
vine helpfulness, 

We do not possess a full account of 
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the sermon which followed, but the gist 
of it is preserved in these words: ‘‘To- 
day hath this scripture been fulfilled 
in your ears.’”’ Not tomorrow, or some 
other time in the future, but today. 
“While his contemporaries,’ says Man- 
son, “are waiting for ‘signs to be given’ 
or for ‘times to elapse’ Jesus declares 
God’s will to save his people to be im- 
mediate. Not in a future age, but now 
is the captive’s power of sin to be 
broken, communion with God to be es- 
tablished, and the will of God to be 
done.” But a great deal more was in- 
volved in Jesus’ words than that, There 
first, a description of his person, 
and, second, an unfolding of his pro- 
gram. 

Jesus claims in this sermon, implic- 
itly, if not explicitly, tnat he is the 
promised Messiah, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me.” 

Jesus declares that it is the Mes- 
siah’s function to preach good news to 
the poor, to proclaim release to the cap- 
tives, to restore sight to the blind, to 
restore liberty to those who are bruised, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord; that in him this program is being 
fulfilled and would continue to be ful- 
filled. 

Who are the men to whom good news 
is proclaimed? According to Manson, 
the term “poor” is to be taken in its in- 
ward spiritual sense, and similarly the 
expressions “captive,” “blind,” and “op- 
pressed.” This is the usual interpre- 
tation. But Isaiah was almost certainly 
thinking of those who were poor in ma- 
terial goods, those who were actually 
blind, those who were captive in Baby- 
lon. And it may be, as E. Stanley Jones 
and others think, that Jesus was like- 
wise thinking of those who were phy- 
sical captives and those who were phy- 
sically distressed, and that, like Mary, 
his mother (1:46-55) he expected the 
kingdom of God to bring a social revo- 
lution as well as a spiritual one, 

Is the traditional interpretation of 
these verses right, or are Stanley Jones 
and other modern interpreters correct? 
Is it enough for us to make the spiritual 
application or must we also make the 
social application? Jesus does release 


is, 


_the captives of sin, he does recover the 


sight of those who are spiritually blind, 
he does set at liberty those who are fet- 
tered by sin. But he also opened the 
eyes of the blind when he was in the 
flesh, and in his preaching struck at the 
selfishness which causes much of man’s 
poverty and physical suffering here on 
earth. Through his followers in every 
age he has continued to free the en- 
slaved and the oppressed. It was from 
him that St. Vincent de Paul learned 
his tenderness for the poor and John 
Howard his love for the suffering, and 
William Wilberforce his compassion for 
the slaves, and Lord Shaftesbury was 
inspired to dedicate his life to the 
amelioration of the lot of the indus- 
trially oppressed. Professor Robert 
Millikan says that in his judgment 
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‘ninety-five per cent of all altruistic 
and humanitarian work in the world has 
come directly or indirectly from the in- 
fluences of organized religion.” 

The Kingdom of God means the Fa- 
therhood of God; it means also the 
brotherhood of man; and it was this 
double conception of the Kingdom that 
Jesus presented to his fellow townsmen 
in Nazareth. A new era, he said, was 
at hand, an era that would transform 
suffering, physical and spiritual, if only 
men would heed his message and ac- 
cept him as their promised Messiah. 

Ill. The Place of the Cross, 
Mk, 8:27, 29, 31 

The synoptic gospels tell us_ that 
crowds flocked about Jesus from every 
quarter, attracted by the words which 
he spoke, but even more by his work 
of healing. It was not long however be- 
fore opposition arose from the religious 
leaders (the Pharisees) and the politi- 
cal leaders (Herodians and Sadducees), 
His popularity with the people began to 
wane when they discovered that his 
kingdom did not mean freedom from 
Rome or an immediate solution of their 
economic problem. Realizing that his 
mission to the nation had failed, Jesus 
turned increasingly to his disciples, pre- 
paring them for the critical days ahead. 
The time came when Peter confessed 
for the Twelve their confident faith in 
him as the promised Son of God. Jesus 
said, ‘On this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it’? (Mt. 16:18) and then 
went on to point out that the Son of 
Man must die and that they must deny 
themselves and be prepared to die also 
(Mk. 8:34). He then set out for Jeru- 
salem, and there, during the Passover 
Week, made his final appeal to the na- 
tion. Betrayed by one of his disciples, 
denied by their leader, condemned to 
death by a coalition of his foes, sacri- 
ficed by the Roman Procurator, who 
could not stand the pressure of the mob, 
forsaken by the populace, who pre- 
ferred Barabbas, a man of violence, to 
Jesus, the advocate of love and peace— 
Jesus was crucified. 

But on the third day he arose—con- 
vinced his disciples that he was alive, 
impressed upon them his great commis- 
sion: ‘‘Make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things whatsover I command you, and 
lo, Iam with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.” (Mt. 28:19-20 R. V.) 

Mark ends his gospel with these sig- 
nificant words: “And they (the disci- 
ples) went forth and preached every- 
where, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word by the signs that 
followed.”” That was the faith of the 
early disciples, and it is our faith. Jesus 
continues to work through his disciples 
for the great purposes that he has at 
heart. He is back of us, he is ahead 
of us, he is with us in the fight—and 
he has pledged to us the final victory. 
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ASSEMBLY’S FIRST DAYS 
(Continued from page 7) 


Fraternal Delegates 


Presented by Dunbar H. Ogden, 
chairman of the permanent committee 
on cooperation and union, George A. 
Long, president of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary, brought fraternal 
greetings from the United Presbyterian 
Church—a precedent. Dr. Long spoke 
with deep appreciation of the work of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., saying, 
“We of the United Presbyterian Church 
have a great admiration for your church. 
We think alike, we believe alike, and, 
to a large extent, we act alike.’”’ Stress- 
ing the ‘‘necessity for our united front 
in the days ahead,’’ he said he could 
think of nothing better than to march 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the Presbyte- 
rians of America whether in organic 
union or in an ever-widening corporate 
fellowship. He spoke of his warm feel- 
ing for the Presbyterian Church, WU. S., 
and for the Associate Reformed Church 
and also of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. A., toward each of which, he said, ‘‘I 
know nothing better than to draw closer 
to this church.’’ Speaking of the “‘north- 
ern” church he said, ‘“‘I have lived in the 
midst of it all my life. I know its firm 
and stalwart faith and its great spirit.’ 

Greetings from the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church were 
brought by Joseph Frier, of Chester, S. 
C., who spoke of Presbyterians, U. S., as 
nearkinsmen. Organically, theologically, 
geographically, tempermentally, socially, 
and in our destiny, he said, ‘‘we are 
very close to each other.’’ ‘‘You will 
have to be patient with us,’’ he said, 
“for we will not come knocking at your 
door. You will have to remember your 
own attitude toward union with a larger 
body. Yet if there is one group 
with which we ought to be one it is 
this body which I address.” Dr. Grier 
spoke warmly of the work of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church and of the deep 
indebtedness which the ARP church 
feels toward this denomination. In his 
conclusion he said, ‘Your church is like 
a great ship of the air. . . We cannot 
reach your altitude or speed. You buf- 
fet the winds of opposition. We want to 
follow you. Keep your altitude, main- 
tain your speed, and keep on the beam.” 

Evangelism 

In presenting the report of the per- 
manent committee on evangelism, M. A. 
Boggs, of Little Rock, told of a 2,200 
increase in additions to the church on 
profession of faith during the past year, 
20,714 having become members in that 
way. He told of the committee’s plans 
to stress visitation evangelism in the 
coming year and explained the need for 
a more adequate budget ($15,000) for 
this department. 


FRIDAY EVENING 
Popular Missions Meeting 
The Friday evening popular meeting 
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on foreign missions, it was generally 
agreed, was one of the most effective 
presentations of an Assembly’s activity 
in the memory of commissioners. 
Homer McMillan, chairman of the stand- 
ing committee, presided, introducing the 
recently-elected candidate secretary of 
foreign missions, Richard T. Gillespie. 
Mr. Gillespie presented Miss Caroline 
Stowell, of the Assembly’s Training 
School student body, a missionary can- 
didate for service in Brazil, who told 
in’ moving fasion of her guidance to 
the call to missions and her response. 
Mrs. W. H. Pruitt, late of Durant, Okla., 
who was a teacher of missionaries’ chil- 
dren in Africa when she was Miss Vir- 
ginia Gray, of Union, W. Va., told of her 
plans and her husband’s as they prepare 
to go soon as evangelistic missionaries 


to Africa. In a talk which held the 
Assembly throughout Mrs. Pruitt 


stressed the greater need and the fewer 
facilities and workers to meet the need 
on the foreign field. The proportion 
of those who go to those who stay to 
work in this country, she said, is one 
to 72. “If we could send out 100,000 
missionaries from America in the next 
ten years,” she declared, ‘‘we could 
change the face of the earth; then we 
might not have to send ten million men 
to destroy the works of a pagan civi- 
lization.” 

H. Kerr Taylor, educational secretary, 
presented Jack Vinson, recently re- 
turned from internment in the Philip- 
pines after three years under Japanese 
authorities. He told of the hardships 
which the internees underwent and of 
the providence of God in their ex- 
perience. He told of Japanese who 
were stern and severe in their treat- 
ment and also of Japanese who were 
kind and helpful. ‘“‘Though all these 
(of whom he told) were fanatically 
loyal to Japan,’’ he said, ‘‘they were 
gentlemen.” 

Looking out upon the masses of the 
world in their need and suffering, the 
missionary said, ‘Our freedom was 
bought with the price of the blood of 
many others. We have come to 
know on a small scale that to have 
abundant life people must have freedom 
from want. It is the task of the church 
to take to these millions not only the 
abundant life of Christ Jesus, but also 
food in order that they may know that 
freedom. . . We must see that people 
are free in the freedom of Christ, but 
we must also bring them freedom from 
fear. . . The world of tomorrow must 
have the principles of Christ for its 
toundation.”’ 


SATURDAY MORNING 


Morning papers reported the fraternal 
greeting carried by David L. Stitt, of 
St. Louis, Mo., to the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly, USA, in Minneapolis, 
Minn., the day before. Dr. Sitt was 
quoted as saying that the Presbyterian 
Church, US, is ‘hesitant about (church) 
union only because of the war, but on 
no other grounds. . A tremendous 
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challenge lies before our two Assemblies 
to forsake the controversies and activi- 
ties that sap the strength of our or- 
ganizations.” 

The revision of the Assembly’s statis- 
tical blank, as recommended by an ad 
interim committee, was approved with- 
out objection. The stated clerk reported 
the denomination’s total membership, as 
of March 31, 1945, as 580,369. There 
are 28 more ministers in the church 
than last year and there are 13 more 
churches. 

An invitation for the 86th Assembly 
to meet in Montreat in May, 1946, was 
extended by R. C. Anderson. It was ac- 
cepted. 

A partial report of the foreign rela- 
tions committee was presented by its 
chairman, Walter L. Lingle, consisting 
of a telegram which the Assembly ap- 
proved to be addressed to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A. It is as follows: 

‘Mindful of our common heritage and 
of our fellowship in Christ, the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States sends to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America 
affectionate greetings with a prayer that 
we may be brought into a closer fellow- 
ship in Christ Jesus.’’ 


Radio Program Expanded 


The Assembly heartily approved the 
report of the ad interim committee on 
radio, as presented by the chairman, 
John M. Alexander, Fayetteville, N. C. 
With financial references to the steward- 
ship committee where adequate provi- 
sion is thought to be assured, the As- 
sembly established its first permanent 
committee on radio, known as_ the 
Presbyterian Radio Committee, consist- 
ing of the present committee with the 
addition of S. J. Patterson, Jr., director 
of men’s work. It approved the exten- 
sion of the live-voice network over the 
Assembly, with cooperative approaches 
to radio stations in the name of Prot- 
estantism wherever possible with the 
Presbyterian Hour forming an integral 
part of such a plan. Fhomas C. Bryan, 
of Baltimore, urged that the cooperative 
plan be delayed in order to present a 
definitely Presbyterian program but the 
Assembly overwhelmingly adopted the 
“‘both-end”’ recommendation of the com- 
mittee. A vote of appreciation was 
extended the committee for its excel- 
lent, pioneer work in establishing a ra- 
dio program for the denomination. 

Evangelism came in for full emphasis 
in the Saturday afternoon meeting with 
the report presented by S. M. Inman, 
Charlotte, N. C., in the absence of Al- 
bert Kissling, chairman. H. H. Thomp- 
son, director of evangelism, addressed 
the Assembly. Stress was laid upon 
visitation evangelism and a goal of 50,- 
000 professions of faith for the year was 
set. Fuller presentation of this concern 
will appear in the next issue. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


DEATHS 

G. Campbell Morgan, noted Congre- 
gational preacher and Bible teacher, and 
minister of the famous Westminster 
Chapel in London, died reecntly. 








DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM 

Harold H. McConnell, pastor of the 
Second United Presbyterian Church, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., Phillips Prentice 
Moulton, and Harry C. Munro, Chicago, 
have been named to the staff of the 
Department of Evangelism of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. Dr. McCon- 
nell will develop a program of lay 
evangelism; Mr. Moulton will be in 
charge of the University Christian Mis- 
sions on the campuses, and Dr. Munro 
will direct the National Christian Teach- 
ing Mission for the Federal Council and 
the International Council of Religious 
Education, 


COMMENCEMENT 

Frank C. Brown, Dallas, and Edward 
V. Ramage, Oklahoma City, were com- 
mencement speakers at Austin College 
in Texas. The final address to the grad- 
uating class was delivered by University 
of Texas’ President Homer P. 
Rainey, Austin College alumnus. 


former 


RETIREMENT 

Alva Hardie, missionary to Brazil 
since 1900, is retiring from active serv- 
ice and is expected to make his home 
in Miami, Fla. 


CHANGES 

Paul Tudor Jones, from Greenville, 
Miss., to 1400 Woodland Drive, High 
Point, N. C. 

DeWitt F. Helm, from Tiger, Ga., to 
Hot Springs, Va., pastor as of June 1. 

Paul H. Moore, from McClellansville, 
S. C., to Cherryville, N. C. 


SEMINARY 
List) 


GRADUATES (Partial 
Columbia Seminary 

LeRoy Obert to the Trion, Ga., church. 

John Edwards to the Smyrna, Ga., 
church. 

Austin Seminary 

Lyndon M. Jackson to Yoakum, Texas. 

James E. Higginbotham, Winters, 
Texas. 

Will King, Vanderbilt, Texas. 
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Africa 
7 evangelistic men or couples 
6 educational workers (3 men, 2 men or 
ladies, one lady) 
doctors 
nurse 
business man 
5 builders 
1 press man 
1 lady secretary for Mission treasurer’s 
office 
Teachers for Central School in accord- 
ance with quota 


The following secondary Hst is also 
approved representing the personnel re- 
quested by the Mission for the first year 
of its five-year program of expansion, 


doctors 
3 nurses 
2 evangelists 


Mexice 
3 evangelistic couples (one for Guernero 
field) 
single woman trained in Religious 
‘Education, Music and personal work 
for Morelia Hospital 
teacher similarly trained for the Bible 
Schools 
couple expert in Religious 
for Bible School work 
nurse 
man with theological and literary 
preparation for publication work 


Education 


asked to help raise up recruits. 


Young people are invited to volunteer. 
Write to 
Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary 
Box 330 
Nashville 1, Tennessee 


Attention Presbyterians! 


More than 100 missionaries are needed immediately to fill the 
vacancies in Africa, Brazil and Mexico. The following list was ap- 
proved by the executive committee at its meeting on April 10, 1945: 


East Brazil 


evangelist for Indian Work 
priority at Mission request) 

evangelistic couples 

agricultural specialist 

single woman teacher 

educational man 

teachers (primary, secondary, or agri- 
cultural work) 

evangelist for Matto Grosso 

business man for Gammon Institute 

music teacher for Gammon Institute 

music teacher (with Westminster Choir 
experience) for Gammon Institute 

nurse for Matto Grosso 


(given 


North Brazil 


3 evangelistic couples 
3 single women for educational work 


West Brazil 


evangelistic couples 
woman missionary teacher 


Portugal 


1 missionary couple 


Pastors and parents are 








ians will begin July 2. 


stressed. 
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